
In 2012 Central Baptist did a series of Sundays on the Psalms. As part of that, every week 
people were invited to write phrases or sentences relating to the theme of the Sunday, on 
post-it notes which were stuck on to the front wall of the church under the candles as ‘leaves’ 
on a tree we had drawn there.  
After the series, all of these sentences and phrases were compiled into one long ‘Psalm of 
Wellington Central. Every single word of this Psalm came from someone’s heart. 

 
PSALM 151 
a Psalm of  Wellington Central Baptist Church 
 

PART ONE: GOD IS 
 

God you are our God, we are your people and your flock 
You are God of all. May the whole earth praise you. 
God our light, like the sun you may be hidden  
but you have never abandoned us. 
You are there when we're on top of the world 
You are there in the depths of our struggle. 
When life is hard, when health is failing – you are there. 
Your faithfulness and wisdom are never ending.  
You are God, utterly trustworthy. If you are for us who can be against us? 
Your justice is all-seeing, all-knowing. 
 
God you are with us in each moment of our life. 
Your presence never leaves us. Your love is everlasting. 
You deserve our worship and surrender. 
We proclaim you and we praise you. 

 

 
 
 
 



 

PART TWO: GOD DOES 
 

God, we see you in your creation, in each amazing day, 
in the leaping greenly spirits of trees and a blue true dream of sky;  
and in everything which is natural which is infinite which is yes. 
 

The earth and all that is in it belongs to you  
and all our science explores your creation. 
You have placed us in Aotearoa, in the great ocean,  
and poured blessings on our land. 
The mountains were high above us, the sea even deeper below us.  
A whale surfaced amid a pod of dolphins.  
The sun glistened on the waves and seagulls soared.  
The birds lift their voices in praise each morning and we join our song with theirs. 
 

God of sun, moon and stars, you are the God of little things,  
the God who provides our smallest needs; 
God who loves each of us as though each were the only one; 
God who sets us in families and gives us people to love: 
may all people on earth be glad and praise you. 
 

God, when joy is absent you are there. 
When we didn't realise your presence, you were still with us. 
Through trouble, through danger, in the midst of an indifferent crowd,  
you, our God, gave strength and peace. 
When tragedy struck you walked through the pain with us:  
great is your faithfulness. 
You are the God who reconciles opposites and brings us to one-ness; 
the God who rebuilds the ruins and restores what was wasted and lost; 
the God who redeems our mistakes and sins. 
Lord you shine your brightness into our lives and lead us to your kingdom 

 
Praise you God for your healing power. 
Praise you for resurrection and hope. 
You never close the door on us.  
No act of ours can terminate your love and welcome. 
You are the same, whatever may change for us. 
You make us able to praise you in a new place, in a new time, with a new voice. 
You strengthen us with your own strength; 
your love weaves beauty through our lives. 
God we sing to you with joy. 
 



 

PART THREE: PLEASE GOD 
 

God we long for your justice. 
May the whole world see your love and wisdom.  
Turn again the captivity of the oppressed! Lord, break their chains! 
Bring into your presence the lame, the disabled, the mentally ill   
and may every person join in worship.  
So may your justice flow like a river and your goodness like the ocean currents. 
  
God, we cry to you, where can we find you? 
Sometimes as close as breathing, sometimes we only know your absence. 
Hear us Lord when we don't know what to pray. Hear the prayers we can't put into words.  
Hear us when we don't know what would make the situation better.  
Answer us when we come to the end of ourselves. 
 
God you are all-loving, you are all-knowing 
we put our trust in you, though it seems to some of us that you are not all-powerful. 
They say, 'It will be all right in the end,' and yet –  
sometimes it is not all right in the end. It is not right. And you, our God, grieve with us. 
God, give us strength when our strength fails us. Give us patience as we wait for your timing. 
We are Hope-less – without Hope – even as we are Hope-full.  
God we don't understand and yet we want to trust in you. God give us hope. 
 
God you have healed us in the past, heal us now. 
God we are tired and dreary: refresh our hearts. 
God give us faith to believe in you, 
courage to cling to you, 
willingness to change and grow, 
steadfastness to rest in you. 
 
God, we wait for your coming, we long for you to fulfil all creation 
Bring the morning soon. 
Maranatha. Come Lord Jesus. 
 



PART FOUR: THANK YOU GOD 
God we are so very grateful, 
for children growing up healthy and beautiful  
and for parents who love and train their children. 
Thank you for marriages where each person loves and forgives  
and enables the other to grow. 
Thank you for the uniqueness of each human being  
– and for the humour and love to accept our differences. 
Thank you God for protecting us and our loved ones in times of danger. 
 

God we are so very grateful for your awesome creation: 
for the beauty of planet earth, 
for mountain tops that lift the spirit. 
Praise you for delighting our senses with cold water and mangoes, 
birdsong and buskers, sunshine and shadows. 
Praise you God for our city of Wellington, 
for the hills all around us, and the sea at the end of the street. 
Thank you God for our Central community. 
 

Thank you God for things that bring joy 
for children's tongues poking out, and their questions. 
For work to do, projects completed, plans to make, 
for fun with people who love us. 
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God we praise you for your tender care, 
when your timing was perfect at important moments, 
when you were with us in danger and in trouble,  
when we experienced your support and strength. 
Praise you for healing and restoration.  
We have experienced unbelievable struggles 
and we can look back and say you, God, brought us through.  
Thank you God for when you saved our bacon 
and we didn't even realise it. 
Thank you God for the little things that encourage 
and the big things we don't notice –  
when you provide what we need and what we can enjoy. 
 

Thank you God for drawing us into relationship with you. 
How lovingly you teach us, guide and comfort us, 
how patiently you work with us, 
how generously you meet our needs. 
Even our troubles and adversity  
you have shaped into a blessing, 
a gift to be shared with others. 
Thank you God for giving us yourself in Jesus, 
showing us your many sides, tender and fearsome. 
We are filled with wonder. There is no end to your mercy. 
 

Praise the Lord, all creatures, 
praise the Lord all peoples of Aotearoa, 
Praise the Lord all people of Central 
female and male, 
newborns to nonagenarians, 
faithful and doubtful, 
praise the Lord. 

 

 
 


